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• Larger land mass, included 
more people 

• Chinese believed true 
political reality was Empire 

• Empire endured in reality for 
thousands of years 

• Homogeneous people 
racially/ethnically 

• Language: more unified 
• Buddhism: incorporated into 

Daoism and Confucianism 
• China influenced neighbors 

greatly (culturally)—i.e., 
Vietnam, Korea, Japan, etc. 

• Small central land mass (Italy); 
vulnerable, less people 

• Romans looked back to a 
golden age of the Republic 
(democracy) 

• Empire was ultimately only a 
“concept” 

• Heterogeneous people 
racially/ethnically 

• Language: more diverse 
• Christianity: challenge to the 

political realm (justice, etc.) 
• Rome influenced those within 

its borders, but not outside 

• Both dealt with “barbarian” 
problem 

• Both empires “incubated” 
foreign religions 

• Emperor: Divinity 
• Both empires subordinated 

Women 
• Armies emphasized 

• Colonization 
• Overextension 
• Public Works 

• Revolts 
• Peasant Migration (“flight”) 

China Rome 


